[The recovery of work capacity within the framework of short-term antitubercular chemotherapy].
The authors compare the results of chemotherapy reflected in the proportion of recoveries of work capacity and the number of retired persons in two groups of patients--one including 102 cases treated between 1970 and 1971 by a 3/6 regimen, and another one including 91 patients treated in 1986 by a modern intensive 3 + 3 regimen. The data indicate better results with the 1986 lot as compared with the 1970-1971 lot. In the 1986 group there were no fatalities and the persons that recovered their work capacity represented 90.1% of the total. By contrast, in the group treated between 1970 and 1971 there were two fatalities and only 84.3% of all the patients did recover the work capacity. The number of retired persons decrease from 11.7% in the first group to 7.7% in the second. Temporary incapacity decreased from an average of 321 days to an average of 267 days in the second group. All these results were obtained by shortening the treatment from an average of 9 months to an average of 6 months.